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ETHICAL  FELLOWSHIP. 


We  live  in  an  age  of  change  and  transition.  Men's 
minds  are  no  longer  in  a  state  of  unhesitating  conviction 
as  to  the  origin  of  the  world  in  which  they  find  them- 
selves, or  as  to  the  underlying  power  which  explains  all 
existence.  Many  an  earnest  man,  uneasy  in  mind  and 
heart  as  doubt  creeps  into  his  inner  life,  determines  that 
he  will  investigate.  As  he  reads,  he  finds  to  his"  piZij? 
and  to  his  bewilderment  that  the  proofs  of  the  main 
*'  Christian  verities"  are  said  to  rest  upon  the  authenticity 
and  credibility  of  sundry  historical  documents.  Know- 
ing that  he  has  no  sufficient  training  to  detect  whether 
any  document  in  question  is  genuine  or  forged,  whether 
it  is  intact  as  its  author  left  it  or  full  of  later  interpola- 
tions, he  turns  to  other  lines  of  evidence.  He  will  try 
science.  Here  he  finds  himself  in  an  atmosphere  not 
unlike  that  of  his  daily  life,  but  very  unlike  the  atmo- 
sphere of  Bible  and  Church.  Science  confirms  his 
doubts,  but  has  no  ready  answer  to  give  him  when  he 
cries  :  ''  Is  there  a  personal  God,  somewhere  and  some- 
how, below  the  phenomena  of  life,  who  can  be  my 
saviour?"  Philosophy  promises  much  at  first  sight,  but 
presently  begins  to  reveal  to  the  troubled  seeker  that  it 
contains  depths  which  the  wisest  men  have  never 
fathomed.  Nowhere  can  he  find  light  which  will  clear 
his  vision  as  to  the  exact  value  of  the  **  supernatural." 

All  this  time  the  actual  experiences  of  life  have  been 
pressing  on  the  man.  Constantly  they  have  demanded 
that  he  should  act  rather  than  think.  Events  have  not 
waited  until  he  should  have  finished  his  investigations, 
but  in  every  direction  he  has  been  called  upon  to  do. the 
right  thing  at  once.  It  has  been  very  difficult  to  find 
time  to  study  the  Christian  evidences,  or  to  fix  his  mind 
on  science  and  philosophy  ;  while  every  day  and  every 
hour  have  demanded  that  he  should  be  sincere  in 
purpose  and  quick  in  sympathy  and  judgment.  In  his 
struggle  to  resist  evil  within  and  without  himself,  the 
actual  experiences  of  life  have  confirmed  the  man's 
longing  for  friendship,  for  reasonable  guidance  and 
encouragement  in  the  moral  life. 

Where  shall  he  t'twrn?     Orthodoxy  cruelly  tells  him 
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that,  unless  he  have  faith  in  a  personal  God,  he  cannot 
be  good  ;  there  is  no  room  in  its  ranks  for  him  unless  he 
can  renounce  his  doubts.  Atheism  also  concerns  itself 
with  the  idea  of  the  supernatural,  although  it  demands  a 
negative  instead  of  a  positive  answer  to  the  question 
which  is  bewildering  him.  Everywhere  in  his  search 
for  moral  support  and  a  spiritual  home  he  seems  met  by 
the  query  :  Do  you  believe  in  a  God  or  not? 

The   Ethical  Fellowship   reaches  out  its  hand  to  any 

such  distressed  thinker.     It  does   not  ask  the  question 

which  the  man,  for  the  life  of  him,  cannot  definitely 

auo-w^er  ;    but  it  understands  his   inner   need.     It  offers 

h'im  the  fellowship  of  men  and  women  who,  like  himself, 

think  it  worth  while  to  do  right.     It  holds  out  to  him 

the  rest  and  peace  of  set  times  when  he  may  be  perfectly 

at  liberty  to  think  his  highest  thoughts,  and  to  cherish 

his  deepest  feelings,  in  company  with  his  fellows.     It 

invites  him  to  sit  side  by  side  with  other  earnest  seekers 

after  the  right  while  the  problems  of  the  good  life  are 

being  unravelled.     It  does  not  demand  that  he  should 

silence  his  doubts  about  the  supernatural,  nor  that  he 

should  be  always  listening  to  them  ;  it  simply  helps  him 

to  discover  their  real  value  and  significance.     And,  at 

once,  it  welcomes  his  help  in  whatever  united  action  can 

be  taken  to  purify  and  ennoble  life.     The  chief  aim  of 

Ethical    Societies   is   to   secure   this   fellowship    in    the 

Moral  Life. 

Let  all  who  possess  two  positive  qualifications  come 
forward  and  claim  the  Ethical  Fellowship,  and  let  no 
one  dream  that  he  is  excluded  because  he  has  not 
attained  to  a  definite  and  conscious  judgment  concerning 
the  "  supernatural."  Simple  as  these  qualifications  may 
sound,  it  is  hard  to  set  any  limits  to  their  significance. 
All  that  the  Ethical  Fellowship  demands  is  that  a  man 
in  deed  and  truth  should  think  it  worth  while  to  do  the 
right,  and  worth  while  to  band  together  with  his  fellows 
to  do  the  right. 


Issued  hy  the  UNION  OF  Ethical  Societies,  ig,  Buckingham  Street, 
Strand,  W.C.  Corresponding  Secretary,  Miss  F.  WiKierbottom,  from 
whom  further  information  about  Ethical  Societies^can  be  obtained. 

Watts  &  Co.,  P;i?iiiters,  17,  Johnson's  Court,  E.C. 


